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forward in the field. I rebelled against his rigid 
expectations and received a failing grade in art 
because ‘I didn’t follow instruction well,’" he 
recalls with a chuckle. 

Having dropped fine art from his high school 
curriculum, graduation led Michael to the northern 
Alberta oil industry where he worked on a line crew 
for a seismic company in some of Canada’s most 
remote wilderness. “It was really quite an amazing 
time in my life," says Michael. “I visited some 
extraordinary places and met many remarkable 
people." These experiences whet an appetite for 
adventure and discovery in Michael that has never 
diminished. 

A Quest for Personal Truth
In 1998, Michael planned a solo journey to 
Florence, Italy with the intention of learning more 
about his Italian heritage and gaining insight into 
his future life path. “What I found in that new and 

unfamiliar place turned out to be a rediscovery 
of my intense passion for art. It was absolutely 
everywhere – in the architecture, the sculpture, 
the painting, the food and the wine. It inspired 
all of my senses and awakened my soul," he 
remembers. “I bought a sketchpad, and within 
just a few days I had filled it with drawings of 
churches, bridges and monuments. It was then 
that my love for art was rekindled. I knew I had 
made a significant personal discovery, insofar as I 
realized that art is inextricably woven into the way 
I understand and engage with the world around 
me. Yet, somehow, I still didn’t identify myself as 
an artist at that point," Michael explains. 

Upon his return to Canada, Michael moved 
to Vancouver, BC and after a long and inspiring 
conversation with his maternal grandfather – a 
WWII Royal Air Force pilot – he decided to earn 
his commercial pilot’s licence. After a year of 
shuttling skydivers, however, Michael learned that 

written by Kylie Serebrin 

An Appetite for Experiences
For a relatively young artist, Michael Fantuz has 
already lived many lives. Luckily for us, his vast life 
experiences are also his greatest source of creative 
inspiration. “I have an intense passion for exposure 
to many different things: history, traditions, diverse 
cultures, architecture, geography, spirituality and 
art. I love to explore new places, meet new people 
and be enriched by their stories," he explains. 
Michael’s zealous curiosity and enthusiasm for 
learning compel him to ask questions, to try 
to understand his surroundings and to reflect 
upon those encounters that move him, through 
painting. “Creating art that reflects personal 
growth is one of the most rewarding endeavours. 

After all, the best art in the world is born out of 
truth and sincerity," Michael asserts. 

Michael, himself, was born in 1978 in Guelph, 
Ontario, while his father was studying architecture 
at the University of Waterloo. In the early 1980s, his 
family moved to Calgary, where Michael’s father 
pursued a career as an architect and his mother 
owned a local arts and crafts shop. “Art was always 
an important influence in my life," Michael notes. 
“I was always surrounded by talented, creative 
people, and the walls of my childhood homes 
showcased artwork created by my grandfather, 
my father, my brother and myself. Art was also my 
favourite subject in school – at least it was, up until 
I reached high school. My high school art teacher 
had an overly critical and uninspiring approach to 
teaching art that discouraged me from continuing 

A Passionate Curiosity
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Parker Gallery – with which has he has developed 
a highly rewarding relationship. “I have had two 
solo exhibitions with Christina Parker, both of 
which sold out. I am extremely happy with this 
arrangement and am now pursuing representation 
in central and western Canada."

Newfoundland landscapes remain Michael’s 
central focus today, and the diversity of his 
subjects over the past decade attests to the 
fact that the province has a seemingly endless 
source of new places and stories to discover. 
“When I moved to Newfoundland, I realized that 
there is a very strong connection to a traditional 
way of life here – something I was much less 
accustomed to in the cities where I grew up. I 
became tremendously inspired by the isolation of 
Newfoundland in general and, more specifically, 
the remoteness of the outport communities 
around the island. I’m perpetually amazed by the 
adversity inhabitants of these places face and by 
their ability to overcome those challenges in order 

to survive," he explains. Influenced by the writings 
of Ralph Waldo Emerson, Michael views these 
small, independent communities as pillars of such 
values as self-reliance, courage, resourcefulness 
and the steadfast avoidance of false conformity. 

“Often, when I visit the communities I paint, I 
find myself transported to an earlier time and I 
feel compelled to try to render those feelings on 
canvas," Michael reveals. “I ardently believe that 
many of the most important skills a visual artist can 
possess are put to work during the observation 
and internalization of one’s subject – the time 
spent watching it, studying it and interpreting it 
based on one’s personal experience. The rest of 
the painting process is simply an opportunity to 
reflect upon one’s observations." Robert Henri, 
founder of the Ashcan School of modern art 
wrote: “Paint what you feel. Paint what you see. 
Paint what is real to you." Michael has taken this 
sentiment as his directive for creating sincere and 
authentic art. 

his true interest in flight lay on the other side of 
the radio frequency – in air traffic control. He then 
applied to NAV CANADA, passed the testing 
and interviews and moved to Cornwall, Ontario 
for training. Shortly thereafter, he was offered a 
job training position in Gander, Newfoundland. “I 
didn’t know what to expect, but I was young and 
without many responsibilities, so I decided to give 
that next adventure a go!" Michael reflects. 

Inspiration on the East Coast 
Had he not taken that chance and moved to the 
east coast, Michael might never have met his wife, 
who played a pivotal role in helping him recognize 
himself as an artist at heart. “When we moved 
in together, my wife came across several boxes 
of artwork that I had produced and planned to 
throw away – including my sketchbook from Italy. 
I’ll never forget how angry she was that I had all 
that work boxed away and that I wasn’t pursuing 
my talent with more vigour! As a conversation 

opened up between us, I suddenly realized just 
how important art is to me. I had never seriously 
considered dedicating myself to painting or sharing 
my work with the public before that day, but my 
wife encouraged me and gave me the confidence I 
needed to acknowledge myself as a painter."

Michael’s wife stood behind him through 
moments of insecurity and frustration (nudging 
him gently, when necessary) until he decided 
to hold his first solo show at the local arts and 
culture centre in Gander. The exhibition featured 
15 landscapes of communities throughout central 
Newfoundland, and sold out within a couple hours 
of opening! Subsequently, Michael was asked 
to submit pieces to several local competitions 
in Newfoundland and provincial procurement 
programs. After two years of showing his work 
alongside a group of fellow artists in St. John’s, 
Michael found himself too busy with painting to 
handle the business side of producing art, so he 
partnered with his favourite gallery – Christina 
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Sculpting Meaning with Paint
Only after mentally and emotionally digesting his 
experience of a particular place and its meaning 
for him does Michael return to his studio to 
contemplate his sketches and notes. “At that 
point, the process of physically creating a painting 
becomes an exercise in clarifying my personal 
truth," he notes. “Frequently, when reflecting 
on my observations, I stumble upon a group of 
ideas or beliefs best represented by a collection 
of paintings that encapsulate a shared theme. This 
is why I often work in series. For instance, my most 
recent string of paintings was called Between 
Tides and focused on the ebb and flow of cultural 
identity by juxtaposing and contrasting a long-
abandoned community with one that is struggling 
to survive." 

In the studio, Michael first makes use of his 
reference materials to re-sketch the scene he 
intends to paint on a small piece of paper, since 
it’s easier for him to identify and correct scale 
and composition problems on smaller reference 

works. Once he is satisfied with his mock-up, 
Michael draws the same scene out on a prepared 
canvas. “I then usually display the canvas in my 
studio somewhere, so I can allow the colour 
scheme to brew in my mind for a few days. When 
I’m convinced I have the colour arrangement 
and temperature of the scene calculated, I lay 
out the tubs of paint that I need and am ready 
to start painting."

When the time comes to apply paint to canvas, 
Michael enjoys a rare and meaningful connection 
with his tools. In 2005, while visiting family in 
Ontario, one of Michael’s uncles gifted him the 
palette knives that his late paternal grandfather 
had used throughout his career as a professional 
artist. Later, in 2009, his grandfather’s homemade 
easel was passed down to Michael by an aunt. “I 
feel a significant spiritual bond with my grandfather 
each and every time I hold the same possessions 
that were once his. It’s a rather overwhelming 
emotional experience. As far as material objects 
are concerned, these inherited instruments are the 
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and notes of support from his family members, 
right beside his easel. 

Michael also gleans inspiration and 
encouragement from his fellow artists. “Artists 
are a very unique and remarkable group 
of people who absorb so many different 
influences and translate them into personal 
forms of original expression. I am ceaselessly 
impressed by their willingness to allow their 
thoughts, feelings and experiences to shape 
the identities of the societies around them. I 
am most impressed by my dear friend Nina 
Keogh, who exhibits the traits of a genuinely 
passionate artist – always experimenting with 
different art forms and really letting herself 
go while she works. She also divides her time 
between developing her own successful artistic 
career and supporting those artists around 
her. Nina was once a puppeteer for many of 
the children’s shows I grew up with – The Polka 

Dot Door, Today’s Special, The Friendly Giant, 
Mr. Dressup – and now she’s one of my closest 
friends and most valuable mentors. How special 
is that? As an artist, it’s so important to spend 
time with people who are travelling down 
a similar path, to respect them and to learn 
everything you can from them." 

Balance in Art and Life 
For Michael, maintaining spiritual, mental and 
emotional balance as an artist demands the 
dedication of time and energy to sustain a well-
rounded life, as well. After all, if great art is 
stimulated by inspirational encounters with new 
places, people and undertakings, one cannot 
spend all of one’s time cooped up in a studio! 
When he isn’t painting, Michael continues to 
work for NAV CANADA as a radar controller for 
all the airports of Newfoundland and Labrador. 
Moreover, he indulges in the splendour of the 

most valuable things I own. After saving my wife 
and daughters from a house fire, my easel would 
be next in line for rescue!" he divulges. 

As an impasto painter, Michael works exclusively 
with palette knives and a great deal of paint, 
leaving a sculptural finish to each piece. In his 
view, it’s during this sculptural painting stage 
that his thoughts and feelings take on a shape 
that can be communicated to others. “I love the 
sculptural qualities of working with oil paints and 
the way they behave on a flexible canvas. I think 
the sculptural elements of my paintings are the 
most evocative – they’re where the emotion is 
translated," Michael explains. 

Enlightening Experimentation 
Over the years, Michael has also experimented 
with linocut printing, sculpture, drawing, 
watercolours, spray paints and acrylics. He argues 

that playing with diverse media helps an artist 
develop new approaches to creating art and 
enables one to keep a fresh perspective on one’s 
main body of work. “Some of the best advice I 
can give emerging artists is to investigate and 
take the time to learn about artistic materials 
– their values and limitations. It’s both fun and 
indescribably enlightening, " suggests Michael. 
He also recommends that artists at all stages of 
their careers strive to maintain a sense of mental 
and spiritual balance, explaining that “failure 
and success are opposite ends of a spectrum 
of perception that can deceive an artist and 
destructively influence his or her motivation and 
enthusiasm for creating. It’s important to keep 
one’s mind balanced somewhere in the middle, 
which allows an artist to create sincere work." For 
this reason, Michael’s own studio contains letters 
of acceptance and rejection, newspaper articles 
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east coast by hiking, running, skiing and fishing. 
“I’m quite an avid fly fisherman," he reveals. “I feel 
right at home standing in a river for hours, casting 
a fly to the elusive Atlantic salmon. It’s an exercise 
in relaxed patience, interspersed with moments 
of thrilling action – the perfect combination!" 
Surprisingly, given his love of fishing and the 
prevalence of dramatic waterscapes in his 
paintings, Michael confesses that one place we’ll 
never find him is swimming in wide-open waters. 
“I’m utterly terrified of what lurks below the 
waves!" he admits with a grin. 

At the end of the day, Michael enjoys few things 
more than snuggling in with his wife and children 
to watch a movie and sip a superb glass of Chateau 
Margaux. “I’m passionate about wine," he states. 
“There are so many distinct and beautiful wines 

that suit so many different moods and occasions. 
I just built a cellar in my basement to house my 
growing wine collection – many bottles which 
came from trading my paintings with other wine 
collectors!" Like the fine wines he appreciates, 
Michael’s paintings grow richer, more complex 
and increasingly impressive with each passing 
year. By transposing his ever-expanding wealth 
of experiences and personal growth onto his 
canvases, Michael Fantuz will continue to inspire 
us, sharing his profound curiosity and love of 
learning with all those privileged to view his work. 

To see more of Michael Fantuz’s art, please 
email mikefantuz@gmail.com, telephone (709) 
651-2334 or visit www.fantuzartworks.com . For 
a gallery representing Michael, contact Christina 
Parker Gallery at www.christinaparkergallery.com.
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